
Diagram of FEV1 versus Age
In Smokers, Non-smokers and Ex-smokers
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The figure (adapted from Fletcher and Peto”) shows the rate of loss
of forced expiratory flow in one second (FEV,) for a hypothetical
susceptible smoker, and the potential effect of stopping smoking
early o late i the course of COPD. Other susceptible smokers will
have diflerent rates of Ioss, thus reaching “disabilty” at different
ages. The nomal FEV ranges from below 80% to above 120%, so
this will affect the starting point for the individual’ data (not shown).




The figure (adapted from Fletcher and Peto*) shows the rate of loss of forced expiratory flow in one second (FEV1) for a hypothetical, susceptible smoker, and the potential effect of stoping smoking early or late in the course of COPD. 

* Fletcher C, Peto R. The natural history of chronic airflow obstruction. Br Med J. 1977;1:1645-1648.
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